
 1 

 

News and Views 

By Frank Wardynski, MSUE 

 One of the things I like about writing the “News and Views” piece, is that it allows 
me to offer opinion, not just science based info. We have been in a bit of a whirl wind in 
agriculture since Covid shutdowns started back in March of 2020. We saw markets act out of 
character with situations where livestock harvest facilities were shutdown to the point that 
they could not keep up with market ready livestock. At the same time, harvest numbers 
were down and product movement was limited to the point where we saw empty shelves in 
grocery stores. Supply and demand were all messed up. Farmers had no market outlet, while 
consumers could not get the food they wanted. 
 As we came out of lockdown, inflation ramped up. We went from using almost no 
fuel with low process to raging fuel prices. Still store shelves sat empty while goods sat on 
boats in the ocean for over a month waiting to be unloaded. Not enough trucks to move 
goods around the country. 
 During those times fertilizer and fuel prices close to doubled. National cost of 
agriculture production increased from 25-50%. Many commodity prices were already high or 
went that way soon. USDA data indicates that farm profitability as measured by net farm 
income was the highest ever in 2021 and 2022. That is expected to change as input prices 
refuse to lower. I suspect some of that profitability was from input pre-purchases. Buying 
fertilizer, seed, etc. to offset taxes before input prices started to inflate. That will not be the 
case in 2023. Input prices are already high. We will see where they go from here. 
 This is where my opinion starts to kick in. Depending on your news source, you may 
be getting varied predictions about our economic future regarding interest rates, inflation, 
disinflation, recession, and deflation. Some say we are in for a soft landing. I think a 
recession is coming. Along with that, probably deflation. From an input standpoint I certainly 
do hope we see deflation bring fertilizer, fuel, seed, and other inputs down. History would 
suggest that is going to be the case. I expect some commodity prices are going to have some 
downside pressure as consumer dollars get tighter.  
 I am in a quandary in my thoughts of what is going to happen with machinery costs. I 
can find historical data to support my belief that as we go through whatever economic cycle 
we go through that input prices will stabilize. I cannot find the same data to look at the 
machinery side of it. In the last 18 months, machinery and parts prices have increased from 
an index of 190 to 250. I cannot find that type of price increase going back to 1982. 
Consequently, I can not find data to indicate that those prices will lower back in line.  
 I went through those thoughts and opinions to talk about risk management. Not just 
commodity price risk but all prices. I do not have a good strategy for decreasing input costs, 
mostly because I still do not know if input prices have stabilized and are soon to go down or 
if inflation just took a break and is about to ramp up again. I do like to lock prices in, when 
possible, both buying and selling. But buying fertilizer last fall, only to see it drop prices by 
spring would make me pull my hair out. If you can project a profit at a certain price, lock it in.  
 What can I do with farm machinery? Buy now? Buy later? That’s probably a cash 
flow, income tax, balance sheet question. If you have been regularly purchasing equipment, 
cash flow is working and the balance sheet is both solvent and liquid, keep buying 
equipment. If not, maybe look to extend the life of current machinery and hope supply and 
demand comes back into check. If you ever want to talk about risk management, please give 
me a call. 
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 2023 U.P. Food Summit to be held March 27 

The U.P. Food Exchange (UPFE) is pleased to announce that registration is open for the 2023 U.P. Food Summit. The Summit 
will be held on Monday, March 27, 2023 from 10am-4pm at the Northern Center, on the campus of Northern Michigan 
University.  

This event celebrates local food, highlights projects from around the Upper Peninsula, and provides networking 
opportunities. The keynote speakers are Roger LaBine, Water Resource Technician for the Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa, and Kathleen Smith, Manoomin Ganawandang or “She who takes care of the wild rice,” for the Great 
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission. Kathleen and Roger will present findings on the impact of climate change on wild 
rice in the Great Lakes area.  

Other presentations planned for the day include an overview of the U.P. wide Prescription for Health and farm-based cold 
storage grant program that was launched in 2022, training for food producers on schools as markets, and results of a food 
aggregation and distribution hub feasibility study. The day will include more than presentations – it is also built around 
opportunities to participate in interactive demonstrations, discussions, and local food story telling. 

“Our local food system is something to be celebrated. This event gives people from different parts of the food system a 
chance to connect with each other. We want to think collectively about where we are now with local food in the UP, and 
what the future could look like,” says Rachael Pressley, Regional Planner at the Western Upper Peninsula Planning and 
Development Region (WUPPDR) and member of the UPFE Food Summit Planning Team.  

This event, which includes lunch and refreshments, is free thanks to generous funding from the USDA Regional Food Systems 
Partnership Grant, or Food SPICE, Food Systems Partners Investing in Communities and Entrepreneurs, and MSU Center for 
Regional Food Systems. Preregistration is required, and can be done at https://events.anr.msu.edu/
UpperPeninsulaFoodSummit2023/  

Farmers, farmers market managers, food producers, or others in need of travel assistance to attend the event may contact 
Sarah at smonte@marquettefood.coop for more information.  

You may learn more about the conference and the U.P. Food Exchange at www.upfoodexchange.com or 
www.facebook.com/upfoodexchange. 

The U.P. Food Exchange is a local food network that coordinates and supports food activities across the U.P. Its mission is to broaden 
collaboration among communities for a mutually supportive food system in the Upper 
Peninsula.   

2023 Pruning Workshops for Smart Gardeners 
Two dates from which to choose: 
Friday, March 31, 2023 
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. ET 
Friday, April 7, 2023 
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. ET 
Each online workshop will be presented VIA ZOOM 
Cost: $40.00 per participant   
 

MASTER THE SCIENCE AND ART OF PRUNING!!!!!!   
Pruning is an important cultural practice used to maintain health, safety, vigor and appearance of woody plants. It involves 
both art and science – art, in shaping plants in harmony with their growth habit to enhance the landscape, and science, in 
knowing how, when, where and why to prune for maximum benefit. 
 
MSU Extension Senior Horticulture Educator, Rebecca Finneran will lead the interactive online Zoom workshops that are 
designed to help participants learn best practices for pruning and the proper equipment it takes for each job. You will be 
able to ask questions and interact with the instructor. And, prior to the workshop you have selected, you will have the 
option to submit photos for discussion and analysis, as time allows. 
 
March 31st workshop:  Registration deadline: March 29, 2023, or when the workshop is full. 
April 7th workshop:  Registration deadline: April 5, 2023, or when the workshop is full. 
 
For more information and to register: 
Event Summary for 2023 Pruning Workshops for Smart Gardeners | ANR Events Management System (msu.edu)  

https://events.anr.msu.edu/UpperPeninsulaFoodSummit2023/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/UpperPeninsulaFoodSummit2023/
mailto:smonte@marquettefood.coop
https://upfoodexchange.com/
https://www.facebook.com/UPFoodExchange
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=9E4DAB417B5D32C89BD338E129703D6CEBC38189F1F71C8E39CDCA023A995B98
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MDARD In-Person Core Testing and Core Review 
 

MDARD PPPMD and MSU Pesticide Safety Education Program are offering an in-person Core Manual review class followed 
by Core pesticide applicator certification testing. Fumigation and Aerial Standard tests will also be available.  
 
PRIVATE CORE, FUMIGATION STANDARD, AERIAL STANDARD AND COMMERCIAL CORE TESTS ONLY.  
NO COMMERCIAL CATEGORY TESTS. 
ATTENDANCE FOR THE CORE REVIEW IS MANDATORY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE IN-PERSON TESTING. 
 
The 4-hour review covers all of the chapters of the National Pesticide Applicators Certification Core Manual. The review is 
held in the morning and the MDARD exams are given that afternoon. We recommend participants read and study the Core 
Manual before attending the review. Copies may be ordered from: https://npsecstore.com/pages/michigan. County 
Extension may also have copies available. Please call ahead for availability. 
 
Check-in for the program is 7:30 to 8 a.m. The Core review class is from 8 a.m. to noon. MDARD will begin the testing 
session at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
 
FEES and PAYMENT: 

 

Fee for the Core review class is $25.00. Payment is to Michigan State University. You can pay by credit card when checking 
out here, mail payment to the address on the confirmation/invoice, or bring payment with you to the session. Making 
payment at the session - checks are made payable to Michigan State University or MSU. Cash payment at the session is also 
accepted. Receipts will be sent to the email address provided with the registration. 
 

Fee for applicator certification is paid to the STATE OF MICHIGAN. Commercial Applicator certification fee is $75.00, Private 
Applicator fee is $50.00 and Registered Applicator fee is $45.00. Military Veterans - Private applicator certification fees are 
waived if a copy of their DD214 is provided. A check payable to “State of Michigan” is the only payment accepted for the 
applicator certification fee. Postage paid envelopes to send certification payment to MDARD are provided at the session. 
Cash or credit card payments are not accepted.  
 

DATES and LOCATIONS: 
 

March 7, 2023 - St. Clair County Building Auditorium, 200 Grand River Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060  
March 17, 2023 - West Michigan Research Station, 5185 N. Oceana Dr., Hart, MI 49420  
March 23, 2023 - MSU Southwest Michigan Center, 1791 Hillandale Road, Benton Harbor, MI 49022  
March 29, 2023 - City of Marquette DPW Building, 1100 Wright St., Marquette, MI 49855 
April 3, 2023 - Huron County Expo Center, 170 W Soper Rd., Bad Axe MI 48413    
April 11, 2023 - Mid Michigan Community College, 1375 S. Clare Ave., Harrison, MI 48625    
April 14, 2023 - Lenawee County Building, 1040 S. Winter St. Ste. 2020, Adrian, MI 49221    
April 28, 2023 - MSU Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane Rd., East Lansing, MI 48824     
May 11, 2023 - MSU Saginaw Valley Research and Extension Center, 3775 S. Reese Rd., Frankenmuth, MI 48734    
May 25, 2023 - MSU Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane Rd., East Lansing, MI 48824     
June 16, 2023 - MSU Saginaw Valley Research and Extension Center, 3775 S. Reese Rd., Frankenmuth, MI 48734    
June 22, 2023 - MSU Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane Rd., East Lansing, MI 48824    
 
PARTICIPANTS MUST ATTEND THE CORE REVIEW AND THE TEST.   
ALL REGISTRATIONS ARE FINAL!!! - NO REFUNDS OR DEFERRING TO OTHER LOCATIONS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
No food or refreshments will be served. Time between review end and test beginning is short. It is recommended to bring a 
sack lunch.  No recertification credits, RUP points or CCA credits are available from this program. 
 
Online registration: Regster OnlineRegister Online   
Event Registration for MDARD In-Person Core Testing and Core Review | ANR Events Management System (msu.edu) 

https://npsecstore.com/pages/michigan
https://events.anr.msu.edu/register.cfm?eventID=CEB534F739350EBAE41386FD7FEC5DC88FFBCCB11241F982AC3007CB1343D2E8&regisProcessID=AE15E3CBC7481472C8817E0FB6D9250850D8DFCE2D1DF2C9CBA17BC5FE88A7C5
https://events.anr.msu.edu/register.cfm?eventID=CEB534F739350EBAE41386FD7FEC5DC88FFBCCB11241F982AC3007CB1343D2E8&regisProcessID=AE15E3CBC7481472C8817E0FB6D9250850D8DFCE2D1DF2C9CBA17BC5FE88A7C5
https://events.anr.msu.edu/register.cfm?eventID=CEB534F739350EBAE41386FD7FEC5DC88FFBCCB11241F982AC3007CB1343D2E8&regisProcessID=AE15E3CBC7481472C8817E0FB6D9250850D8DFCE2D1DF2C9CBA17BC5FE88A7C5
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Market Report 
Choice Steers   $120-$165 per 100 lbs.  
Holstein Steers   $130-$154 per 100 lbs.  
Hogs    $52-$63 per 100 lbs.  
Lambs    $125-$185 per 100 lbs.  
Cull cows   $70-$90 per 100 lbs.  
Calves    $75-$130 per 100 lbs.  
Goats    $250-$450 per 100 lbs.  
Breeding and Feeder Animals  
Grade Holstein cows top   $1700/head  
Grade Holstein bred heifers top $1900/head 

Feed Prices across the U.P.     
          Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 
Corn  $17.68      $353.65    $265-560 
Soymeal  $30.68      $613.50    $580-650 
Oats  $17.70      $354.00    $320-416 
Barley  $13.83      $276.50    $200-386 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 
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Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop           

Consultants 

Feed  Seed  Fertilizer 

 

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 

At the heart of growing America 
100 years of Ag Experience 

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting 
 

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI 
(906) 786-4487  Fax:  (906) 786-3450 

Johnson Brothers Livestock 
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI 

 

Buying or Hauling Cattle 

St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays 

 

Call Gary Johnson  

Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099 

Steve Cell (906) 399-2858 

Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. 
 

Sale 1st Wednesday of each month 
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon 

Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business 

If you’re thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of it, 
call us!  We can help!   

Hay & Straw available 
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005  

www.rosebushsalebarn.com  

Weston, WI 
(715) 573-4924   

www.srangus.com   
 

Service age bulls, open females and show prospects 
for sale private treaty.  Bulls are fertility tested 

and bred for calving ease and performance.   

 

 

 

Registered Maine Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL FARMS 

Open & Bred Heifers and Breeding Age 

Bulls Available 

 

Breeding cattle to impact the  

present and influence the future.  

                               Breeding Stock—Bulls 

Show Prospects–Steers 

Duane & Lisa Simpkins & Sons 

Duane Cell 989-329-6141 

Lisa Cell  989-578-0328 

Gary & Jan Simpkins 

Home 989-426-8185 

Cell 989-329-4668 

Gladwin, MI 

President: Anthony Lampinen 

Secretary: Shannon McHugh-Sanders 

(906) 779-1774  
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St. Louis Sale every Monday 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information (989) 681-2191 

SMC 

Stephenson Marketing Cooperative 
We want to be your first choice! 

Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 

Stephenson, MI Powers, MI 
                     (800) 445-6167              (800) 962-3008 

Aurora, WI 
(800) 962-3007 

Classifieds 
 

WANTED: Pasture for 25-35 cow calf pairs for the summer of 
2023 in the Eastern UP.  Will consider a custom grazing 
arrangement as well.  Call Ben at (989)370-3570. 

FOR SALE: Mixed Grass Hay in Escanaba, 4x5 bales.  Call Bill 
Johnson 906-630-4945 or 906-786-4878. 

FOR SALE: Hay, mixed round bales, 700# stored inside.  Also small 
square bales of straw.  Call Jim Myers (906)399-1649 or (906) 466-
2672. 

FOR SALE:  small square bales of straw and 2nd & 3rd crop hay 
bales.  Call Marenger Potato Farm (906)384-6587. 

FOR SALE: 1st crop alfalfa baleage.  Call Jim Dalgord at (906) 644-
2107. 

FOR SALE:  Mixed Hay round bales, 700#, $20.  Call Alan or Karen 
Raynard @ (906) 647-6697, Pickford.  

FOR SALE:  Black Wagyu Bulls, forage fed. For more information 
contact Paul Naasz, MSU UPREC, Chatham  (906)439-5114 Ext. 2.  

FOR SALE:  Hay, 5x6 round bales legume grass hay, stored inside.  
Call Jon and Donna Ahlberg, Iron River (906)265-9333. 

Looking for animals to custom graze on 120 acres.  Henry Miller 
2351 W 6 Mile Rd, Sault Ste Marie, 49783 

FOR SALE:  Simmental Bulls, mature and young, registered and 
non-registered.  Call Duane Kolpack (906) 362-6862. 

Skinners 
 

Pickford, MI 
(906) 647-5655 or  

(877) 647-2500 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland 

Marlette Livestock Auction  
Monthly Dairy & Feeder Cattle Auctions  

Sale Date March 11, 2023 
Featuring Dairy Cattle, Cow/Calf Pairs & Bred Brood Cows, 

Breeder Bulls, & Feeder Steers & Heifers 
Hay & Straw Auction - Every Monday @ 12:00 PM 

1000+ Small Squares & 150+ Rounds/Large Squares Weekly 
Livestock Auction - Every Monday @ 1:00 PM 

Including Calves, Sheep & Goats, Feeders, Hogs, Bulls, Beef, & 
Butcher Cows 

6381 Euclid St., Marlette, MI 48453 
Robert Filhart, Owner (989)330-6005 
Haley Filhart, Owner (989)430-2055 

Agriculture for Tomorrow Conference  

Wednesday, March 8 in Escanaba 

9:15am – 4:05pm ET at the Heirman University Center, Room 952 at Bay College  

$40/person lunch provided 
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 Michigan State University 
Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center 
P.O. Box 168, E3774 University Drive 
Chatham, MI 49816 

Serving the Upper Peninsula Agricultural Industry 

Michigan State University Extension is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and 
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disabil-

ity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status.   

U.P. Ag Connections appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement  
of any specific products or services. 

If you do not wish to receive this publication, please contact Michelle at colema98@msu.edu or (906) 439-5114 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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SAULT STE MARIE, MI   

49783 

 

https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-nw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-sw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=wmt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=weo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ver
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=tpd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=swm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=shv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sdk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=scd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sbe
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rom
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rfw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ncm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pky
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pig
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pcc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ost
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=obl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=old
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nwm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ner
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=msu
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mou
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mml
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mgr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=men
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mea
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mcb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lpr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lin
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=les
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ldt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=law
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kzo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kwd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=knd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kbs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kal
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ith
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=htc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hrt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hfd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hdn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=haw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=has
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grj
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=gay
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=flt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fgv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fev
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=esc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=epr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ent
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=emt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=eld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=dow
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=drf
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cmc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cer
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cas
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=brs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bnz
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bna
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bel
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bbc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=arl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alg
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=aet
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=acp

